
GOAL 1: PRESERVE THE BLUE RIBBON QUALITY OF EDUCATION
This proposal is not simply about creating additional space. It is about ensuring that growth in enrollment and Pre-K programming does not 
require the district to choose between appropriate class sizes, dedicated art, music and science instruction, student support services, or future 
program growth. The additional classrooms provide the capacity necessary to protect all of these priorities and maintain the educational standard 
our community expects and deserves.

Investment in the instructional space will maintain the quality, breadth and individual attention that define our district educational 
program by:

1.	 Adding a new instructional wing at DP with dedicated, state-of-the-art classrooms for music, art, science and student support 
services, while returning existing instructional space to general classroom use; and

2.	 Adding two general-purpose classrooms at FD to provide the capacity necessary to accommodate current enrollment and future 
educational needs.

For more information visit www.rumsonschool.org/
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RESULTS
	9 Preserve appropriate class sizes at DP and FD as enrollment and programming needs grow. 

Incoming kindergarten enrollment has remained at approximately 100 students per year since COVID, compared with 
approximately 70 students per year previously. Additional classroom capacity provides the district with the flexibility 
necessary to accommodate sustained enrollment without compromising class size or instructional quality.

	9 Expand Pre-K and strengthen the educational continuum from Pre-K through eighth grade. 
The district’s growing Pre-K program allows students to begin their educational experience at DP earlier and creates greater 
continuity as they transition into kindergarten and through the district. Since implementation of the Pre-K program, the 
district has seen improved K–2 readiness. Community demand for children to begin their educational experience at DP has 
increased. Expanding Pre-K requires additional classroom capacity beyond what is reflected when considering traditional 
K–8 enrollment alone.

	9 Maintain the full educational experience. 
Art, music, science and student support services are essential components of a high-quality education and require 
appropriate instructional environments. As general classroom needs have increased, dedicated spaces for these programs 
have been displaced or are at risk of being displaced. Without additional space, specialized instruction will increasingly need 
to be delivered from carts or moved into general education classrooms, diminishing both the specialized program and the 
flexibility of general classroom space. The proposed expansion allows the district to preserve dedicated environments for 
these programs while simultaneously maintaining the general classroom capacity needed to support appropriate class sizes.
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A LONG-TERM INVESTMENT IN EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE

GOAL 2: INVEST IN QUALITY DISTRICT FACILITIES
The district has a demonstrated history of investing responsibly in its facilities rather than waiting for needs to drive reactive responses. The 
proposed improvements continue that approach: protect what the community has already invested in, address known needs before they become 
more costly, and ensure that our facilities are prepared to support the district’s students and programs for years to come.

Preservation of the quality, safety, functionality and long-term value of the district’s facilities through strategic improvements that 
address identified needs while protecting the investments already made in our schools by:

1.	 	Restoring the DP roof and entryway to address critical building infrastructure and protect the long-term integrity of the facility;

2.	 	Renovating multi-student bathroom facilities at both DP and FD to bring these heavily used spaces in line with the quality and 
condition of the district modernized instructional environments; and

3.	 	Relocating the facilities building to improve the use and organization of district property and support the proposed expansion and 
long-term needs of Deane-Porter and the district. 

These investments continue the district established approach of responsibly maintaining, modernizing and planning for its facilities.

RESULTS
	9 Maintain the community’s prior investment in its schools. 

The 2020 referendum funded significant improvements to district facilities and was developed before the enrollment and 
population shifts that followed the COVID pandemic. Those investments substantially improved the district’s schools, but 
subsequent enrollment growth and evolving programmatic needs have created additional demands that could not have 
been fully anticipated at that time. The proposed work builds upon (not replaces) the improvements already made and helps 
protect the community’s existing investment in its school facilities.

	9 Continue the district’s practice of  proactive and responsible facility management. 
The district has consistently used capital reserves within the annual budget to renovate, maintain and update classrooms, buildings 
and grounds. This disciplined approach has resulted in the modernization of nearly all instructional spaces throughout the district. 
Continuing to address facility needs proactively allows the district to maintain its buildings to a high standard rather than allowing 
deferred maintenance to develop into larger, more disruptive and potentially more costly problems.

	9 Ensure that the quality of  the facilities reflects the quality of  the education taking place within them. 
High-quality educational environments extend beyond individual classrooms. Building infrastructure, common spaces, 
bathrooms, entrances and support facilities all contribute to the safety, functionality and daily experience of students and 
staff. Addressing these facility needs creates greater consistency across the district and ensures that the physical environment 
continues to support the educational standards expected of our schools.


