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September 10, 2026
Dear Parents and Guardians of the Rumson School District Community,

Building on a Tradition of Excellence

It is our pleasure to share our first communication regarding the November 3rd, 2026 Bond Referendum for the
Borough of Rumson School District. This important initiative is focused on the future of our schools and the
continued investment in the learning environments that serve the children of our community.

The proposed referendum will support Deane-Porter School and Forrestdale School, ensuring that our PreK—8
students have facilities that complement the exceptional educational experiences they receive each day.

At the heart of this conversation is our district mission: to ignite the potential of current and future children in our
community.

For many years, our entire school community—students, families, educators, administrators, Board of Education
members, and community partners—has worked together to bring that mission to life. That commitment has helped
propel Rumson to continued academic excellence and earned our district National Blue Ribbon recognition in 2024.

Our students continue to grow academically, socially, emotionally, and personally. At the same time, we have
expanded learning opportunities, strengthened our programs, and attracted outstanding educators and staff who
share our commitment to excellence.

These successes, combined with changes in our community following the pandemic, have contributed to increased
interest in the Rumson School District, growing enrollment, and the expansion of educational programs and
opportunities for our students.

Preparing for What Comes Next
So, what does this mean for the future of our schools?

The Rumson Board of Education has spent considerable time examining this question. With strong academic
programs, dedicated professionals, and a clear vision for our students already in place, the Board believes that the
next important step is to invest strategically in our school facilities and infrastructure.

This investment is about more than buildings. It is about creating the space and flexibility necessary to support the
way students learn today—and the way they will learn tomorrow.

The proposed referendum is intended to help the district:

° Address facility needs and infrastructure improvements;
° Accommodate continued enrollment growth while preserving appropriate class sizes;
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Protect and enhance the facility investments made through the district's previous referendum;
Provide appropriate spaces for evolving and innovative educational programs;

Expand opportunities for students across our PreK—8 program; and

Continue responsible, long-term planning for the future of the Rumson School District.

Our goal is not simply to maintain what we have. Our goal is to thoughtfully build upon what has made Rumson
successful and prepare our schools for the generations of students who will follow.

Your Voice Matters

A successful school district is built through partnership, and the Rumson community is one of our greatest
resources.

As we begin this important conversation, we invite you to learn more, ask questions, and share your perspective.
Members of the Rumson Board of Education will be available during our upcoming Back-to-School Nights to
provide information and engage with families about the proposed referendum and its associated vote on November
3rd, Election Day.

We encourage you to stop by and learn more:

Deane-Porter Back-to-School Night Forrestdale Back-to-School Night
Tuesday, September 15, 2026 Thursday, September 17, 2026
6:30-8:30 p.m. 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Additional information and opportunities to learn more will be shared with the community throughout the
referendum process.

Continuing the Legacy

The story of Rumson schools has always been one of people coming together with a shared belief in children and in
the power of education to shape the future.

Together, we have an opportunity to build upon our tradition of excellence, strengthen the foundation for our
schools, and ensure that Rumson students continue to have the spaces, resources, and opportunities they need to
ignite their potential.

Thank you for your continued partnership, your trust, and your commitment to the children of the Rumson
community.

With pride,

John E. Bormann, Ed. D. Curran Scoble Carolyn DeSena
Superintendent of Schools BOE President BOE Planning Committee Chair
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