
 

 
 

September 18, 2026 

Last week, the Rumson Board of Education announced the 2026 Bond Referendum, which will be presented to 
the community for a vote on Tuesday, November 3, 2026. New Jersey’s November school elections are 
conducted in conjunction with the General Election, with polls open from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Election Day. 

This referendum represents an opportunity to consider how our school facilities can continue to meet the needs of 
our students, staff, and community today while preparing thoughtfully for the years ahead. 

Planning for the Future of Our Schools 

The proposed referendum includes several projects designed to address enrollment, instructional space, and 
facility needs throughout the district: 

●​ An addition to Deane-Porter School to support appropriate class sizes, expand Pre-K opportunities, and 
ensure dedicated instructional space for district programs; 

●​ An addition to Forrestdale School to accommodate the larger grade-level enrollments progressing from 
Deane-Porter; 

●​ Facility improvements, including bathroom renovations, the Deane-Porter roof, and improvements to the 
Deane-Porter entrance; and 

●​ Relocation of the district facilities building to better support the operational needs of the district. 

These projects have been identified as part of the district's long-term planning for our schools and facilities. As 
enrollment patterns continue to evolve, maintaining sufficient classroom and specialized instructional space 
becomes increasingly important. Without additional capacity, the district anticipates that class sizes could increase 
over time, dedicated spaces for specialized programs could be repurposed, and opportunities to expand Pre-K 
enrollment could become increasingly limited. 

Thoughtful facilities planning also allows us to address the ongoing stewardship of our buildings proactively. 
Investing in our schools before needs become urgent can help the district plan projects carefully and minimize the 
disruption associated with addressing significant facility needs after they become critical. 

A Community That Invests in Its Schools 

This week, many of you joined us for our Back-to-School Nights. Thank you for taking the time to visit our 
schools, meet our educators, learn about your children's classrooms, and experience the energy that makes 
Rumson such a special school community. 

For those who had an opportunity to visit our referendum information table, we appreciate your interest and your 
questions. For those who were unable to attend or did not have an opportunity to stop by, we have made the 
information readily available on the Rumson School District website (www.rumsonschool.org). 

http://www.rumsonschool.org


 

 
 

You will find: 

●​ Referendum Vision Document 
●​ Referendum Vote Flyer 
●​ Referendum Bond FAQ 

Questions can be directed to rumsonreferendum26@rumsonschool.org  

The referendum webpage will continue to be updated as additional information becomes available. We encourage 
everyone to take time to review the materials, understand the proposed projects and financial information, and 
become informed about the referendum before November 3. 

Stay Informed and Be Engaged 

For residents who are new to Rumson, or for community members who may need to update their voter 
registration, the New Jersey Division of Elections provides online voter registration and voter-registration status 
information. The current deadline to register for the November 3, 2026 General Election is October 13, 2026.  
The link to do so can be found below: 

●​ Register to Vote 

There are also multiple ways to participate in the election process, including early in-person voting from October 
24 through November 1, voting by mail, and voting at your designated polling location on Election Day. 

Most importantly, we encourage every member of our community to learn about the proposal and participate in 
the process in whatever way is appropriate for you. 

We also invite community members to attend one of our upcoming public information sessions. These sessions 
will provide an opportunity to learn more about the proposed projects and ask questions: 

Thursday, October 15, 2026 — 6:00 p.m.​ ​ ​ Thursday, October 29, 2026 — 9:15 a.m.​
District Multi-Purpose Room, Blackpoint Road​ ​ District Multi-Purpose Room, Blackpoint Road​
 

We are grateful for the many ways our families, staff, alumni, and community members contribute to making 
Rumson a place where students can learn, grow, and thrive. As we look toward the future, we remain committed 
to thoughtful planning, responsible stewardship, and creating learning environments that allow us to continue 
igniting the potential of every learner, educator, and member of our community. 

With pride, 

John E. Bormann, Ed. D.                      Curran Scoble                            Carolyn DeSena 
Superintendent of Schools ​             BOE President​​                BOE Planning Committee Chair 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19mkHtD-VfduMARBrENFGS8j5flETakxM/view?usp=drive_link
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